Neutral proteinases in muscle tissue and cells.
Chymase isolated from rat skeletal muscle tissue was compared with other proteinases in rat muscle that hydrolyse chymase substrates. These enzymes were purified from the 100,000 x g supernatant of hind limb rat muscles homogenized with 0.15 M NaCl-20 mM phosphate buffer, pH 7.2. A metallproteinase (MMP-7-ase) and a serine proteinase (ATN-ase) were partially characterized, and shown to be different from chymase.